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Abstract: Recent developments of Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Large Language 

Models (LLMs) have helped tremendously in improving the capabilities of machines to 

comprehend and write human-like language. Nonetheless, linking the visual information with 

natural language comprehension is a difficult issue to be solved in artificial intelligence. This 

project is aimed at the creation of the intelligent image captioning system that will provide the link 

between the computer vision and natural language processing. The suggested system processes 

the visual information in images and automatically produces valuable and contextual text 

description of the visual images, which will allow the machines to understand and describe the 

visual scenes in a better way. The system combines computer vision models, which are based on 

deep learning, and language generation techniques, which are based on transformers. One of the 

pretrained vision encoders in the form of a Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) or a Vision 

Transformer (ViT) is then applied to images and the visual features are then processed by a 

language decoder to create coherent captions. To train the model and evaluate it, publicly 

available datasets (MS COCO and Flickr8k/Flickr30k) are used. It is implemented with the help 

of Python and deep learning systems such as PyTorch or TensorFlow. Standard measures such as 

BLEU, METEOR and ROUGE are used to measure performance. The suggested system shows 

how generative AI can be used to enhance image understanding, accessibility, and automated 

content description with the help of computer vision. 

 
Keywords: Image Captioning, Generative Artificial Intelligence, Large Language Models 

(LLMs), Computer Vision, Deep Learning, Vision Transformer (ViT) and Natural Language 

Processing (NLP), BLEU Score, METEOR, ROUGE. 
  

 

I.INTRODUCTION 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has been growing at a very high rate in the recent years, specifically in the areas of 

computer vision and natural language processing (NLP). These technologies make machines able to process visual images 

and interpret human language, which make them key to the creation of intelligent systems. Image captioning is one such 

application that involves a combination of both fields, and in which a system is used to generate a descriptive text to a 

particular image. Image captioning assists machines to perceive visual images and convey their interpretation using natural 

language, useful in numerous applications in the real world, including digital assistants, visual image search, and visual 

impairment access aids. Conventional image captioning methods used manual designed features and rule-based methods 

which in many cases could not capture the intricate relationships among objects and the surrounding scenes. As the field of 

deep learning continues to enhance, more advanced models, including Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) and 

transformer-based models have been created to enhance visual comprehension and language generation. These models are 

able to extract meaningful visual features of pictures automatically and produce grammatically correct and context-based 

captions. Recent advances in generative AI and large language models (LLMs) have facilitated the further capacity of 

machines to create human text, thus making describing images more accurately and meaningfully. The proposed project will 

focus on the creation of the smart image captioning system that integrates computer vision and natural language processing 

algorithms. The system takes a pretrained vision encoder to take visual features of images and a language generation model 

to generate descriptive captions. Training and evaluation are performed with the help of publicly available datasets, i.e., the 

MS COCO and Flickr8k/Flickr30k. The suggested solution shows how by combining generative AI and a computer vision, 

one can increase the ability of machines to perceive and explain visual data. These systems are able to enhance accessibility, 

help image indexing and retrieval as well as support other applications in multimedia analysis and human-computer 

interaction. 
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II. LITERATURE REVIEW  

Image captioning is a recent field of research that involves a mixture of computer vision and natural language 

processing in order to produce meaningful captions to images. The initial studies in the area were based on template-based 

methods and retrieval-based methods, in which captions were created with the use of a set of predefined sentence frameworks 

or by retrieving like captions in a collection. But these techniques were not very flexible and they were not always able to 

depict the complete context of difficult visual scenes. As the artificial intelligence advanced and the development of deep 

learning methods grew, Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) started to be extensively used to extract visual features in 

images, and thus the performance of image understanding systems became much better [1]. Subsequent works would add 

encoder–decoder models that can combine CNNs with either Recurrent Neural Networks (RNNs) or Long Short-Term 

Memory (LSTM) networks to sequence generate. Here, the CNN serves as an extractor of features and the RNN or LSTM 

produces word by word captions depending on the extracted visual features. This approach proved a better caption of quality 

than previous methods and formed the basis of a number of current image captioning systems. The article written by Vinyals 

et al. proposed the so-called Show and Tell model that successfully used neural networks to generate image captions and 

demonstrated good performance in benchmarking images on datasets like MS COCO [2]. To enhance accuracy in captions 

and contextual meaning even more, scholars added mechanisms of attention to image captioning models. Attention enables 

the model to target certain parts of an image as it comes up with every word in the caption. The Show, Attend and Tell 

paradigm revealed that addition of attention greatly enhances caption generation because the model is able to selectively 

process significant visual features in the captioning process. This method increased the readability and captioning efficacy 

of deep learning-based captioning frameworks [3]. Transformer-based architectures and image captioning models that are 

large-scale pretrained became popular in more recent times. Multimodal transformer models and Vision Transformers (ViT) 

can learn a wide variety of visual-textual associations. Such models use big-data and sophisticated training methods to 

generate better and context-aware captions. Studies on this topic have demonstrated that vision encoders in combination with 

transformer-based language models make major achievements in terms of caption quality and generalization to various 

datasets [4]. 

 

III.PROPOSED METHODOLGY 

A. Existing System 

The image understanding systems that were used traditionally were primarily concerned with image classification 

and object detection, as opposed to producing descriptive textual explanations of the image. The initial methods of image 

captioning used template based methods which used existing sentence structures and inserted names of detected objects. 

These systems though able to generate simple captions, did not have power to generate natural and contextual descriptions. 

These systems that were based on rules also failed to include relationships between various objects in an image and were 

therefore not applicable in complex scenes. Subsequently, there was the emergence of retrieval-based image captioning 

systems whereby captions were produced by retrieving the most similar image in a database and captioning the same to the 

input image. Although this approach enhanced the quality of the captioning in certain instances, it was highly dependent on 

how similar images in the data are. In the event that another image was not representing the same image, the system would 

not generate correct captions. The recent advances in deep learning added convolutional neural networks (CNNs) and 

recurrent neural networks (RNNs) to generate captions on an image. Despite the fact that these models led to better results 

of captioning systems, there are still numerous issues with the existing approaches, including the lack of contextual 

knowledge, the inability to describe intricate scenes, and the failure of vision models and language generation models to 

work together effectively. Thus, the more intelligent system capable of efficiently integrating computer vision and generative 

language models into coming up with meaningful and correct captions is needed. 
 

B. Proposed System 

The proposed AI-Based Image Captioning System with Vision-Language Models is expected to produce descriptive 

and contextual image captions that are accurate and supported by computer vision skills and generative artificial intelligence. 

The system is based on a pretrained vision encoder like a Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) or Vision Transformer (ViT) 

to obtain meaningful visual feature of input images. The preprocessing of the input images is performed by a series of 

preprocessing operations including the image resizing, the image normalization, and determination of the features. Once the 

visual features that are extracted in the encoder have been preprocessed they are then sent to a transformer-based language 

generation model. This language model identifies the visual characteristics and produces consistent pieces of text, which 

describe the contents of the image. This system is trained with massive datasets of images with human-written captions. The 

model is able to learn during training the association between textual descriptions and the visual features. After training, the 

system has the ability to automatically create captions on images that are not seen. The suggested solution enhances the 

quality of captions using the strength of generative AI and deep learning and allows machines to see and explain visual 

images more effectively. 
 

C. Dataset Information 

 The image captioning model is trained and evaluated using publicly available benchmark datasets as proposed in 

the system. These data sets are composed of images and captions developed by humans describing the visual information. 
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• MS COCO Dataset: The dataset has a huge amount of images, each with several human captions of an image. It is 

extensively applicable in training and testing image captioning models. 

• Graphs: The Flickr8k dataset consists of 8,000 images sampled on flickr and every image has five captions used to 

describe it. It is typically employed to create and test algorithms in image captioning. 

• Flickr30k Dataset: It is a continuation of Flickr8k, and it has approximately 30,000 images and numerous captions that 

describe each picture. 

• Annotated Dataset: Every image in the dataset is annotated with textual description that describes the objects, actions 

and relationships that exist in the image. Such annotations assist the deep learning model to acquire meaningful relationship 

among visual content and language. 

• Evaluation Data: Evaluation Metrics Additional validation and test datasets are employed to evaluate the model 

performance in terms of the evaluation metrics of BLEU, METEOR and ROUGE scores. 

These data sets allow the system to learn complicated visual images and the accuracy of captions created by the system. 

 

D. System Architecture   

Images that are given by users or even taken through image datasets form the input layer. These are taken as input 

data in caption generation. 

 

 
Fig. 1. System Architecture 

 

Processing Layer 

The input images in this layer are subjected to preprocessing functions like resizing, normalization, feature 

extraction among others. A trained vision model like CNN or Vision Transformer gets relevant visual features of the pictures. 
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Feature Encoding Layer 

The visual features extracted are transformed into the number form, which describes the significant aspects of the 

image, which are objects, scenes, and the setting of the spaces. 

 

Caption Generation Layer 

The coded features are fed to a language model or a decoder that is in the form of a transformer that produces textual 

captions word by word. The visual data is utilized in the language model to create meaningful and correct grammatically 

formed sentences. 

 

Output Layer 

As the end result is given the generated caption. The system shows a natural language description of the visual 

contents of the input image. 
 

E. Expected Outcomes 

The suggested image captioning system should have a number of benefits in the field of visual perception and 

automatic image description. 

• Precise Captioning: The system is capable of creating useful and contextually relevant captions of images based on deep 

learning models. 

• Image Understanding: It is an automated visual scene interpretation system which changes visual scenes into text 

description. 

• Better Accessibility: The system may assist visually impaired users to process the contents of images with the help of 

generated descriptions. 

• Effective Indexing of Image: The created captions can be used to arrange and search huge collections of images. 

• Improved Human-Computer Interaction: The system enhances the interaction between human beings and machines 

through the ability of machines to provide visual information in the natural language. 

 

F. Conclusion 

The offered Image Captioning System by AI represents an intelligent decision support system in generating text 

descriptions of visual images by fusing the text of images with the computer vision and natural language processing 

algorithms. Through the use of deep learning models like CNNs or Vision Transformers and transformer based language 

models, the system is able to be efficient in analyzing visual scenes and creating meaningful captions. Generative AI plays 

a major role in improving the capacity of machines to interpret and explain images in natural language. The system saves the 

manual effort on image annotation and allows automated visual interpretation to a number of applications. To enhance the 

system in the future, one can add bigger multimodal models, enhance the diversity of datasets, and add real-time caption 

generation functionality. Other aspects like multilingual captioning, scene reasoning and incorporation of smart devices can 

also make the system even more usable and scalable to real world applications. 

 

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

To test the performance of proposed AI-Based Image Captioning System, multiple experiments were carried out to 

test it with publicly available image captioning datasets. The system was approached on pictures of various objects, scenes, 

and activities to examine the capability of the model to produce meaningful and context-sensitive captions. The primary aim 

of the experiment was to evaluate the capacity of the model to interpret visual information correctly and generate natural 

language descriptions that can be more similar to captions written by humans. The training and testing process was realized 

with the help of annotated datasets and each image was identified with numerous human-generated captions. The visual 

features of the input images were obtained by the pretrained vision encoder during the experiment, and the corresponding 

captions were produced by the transformer-based language model. The system was tested with the conventional metrics of 

caption generation like BLEU score, METEOR score and ROUGE score which is the measure of the similarity between 

machine generated captions and the human-written captions. The suggested model could create grammatically correct and 

semantically meaningful captions of the majority of images in the test dataset. The captions that were generated were able to 

describe objects, actions, and relationships that were available in the images. Moreover, the system had the capability of 

processing images effectively and captioning within a limited period of time. The findings also show that when computer 

vision models are used with the generative language models, the ability of the machines to comprehend and explain the visual 

scenes can be greatly enhanced. The proposed system generates more context-sensitive and correct descriptions due to the 

advanced captioning methods compared to the traditional ones. 

 
A. System Performance Evaluation 

In order to gauge the effectiveness of the proposed system, some of the performance measures were compared, such 

as accuracy of captions, BLEU score, METEOR score, ROUGE score and time taken to generate captions. The metrics are 

believed to aid in finding the level to which the generated captions are similar to those written by humans. BLEU score is 

used to assess the overlap of words between generated captions and the reference captions, and METEOR is used to assess 

the semantic similarity and grammatical correctness. ROUGE score is applied to compare similarity made by recall of 
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generated captions and ground truth captions. The time taken to generate the caption shows the speed of the system in 

working on an image and generating a caption. The experimental data indicates that the proposed deep learning-based 

captioning model has better performance compared to simple caption generation models. The system can generate more 

precise captions at an effective processing time. 

 

Performance Parameter Proposed Vision-Language Model Basic Caption Model 

Caption Accuracy (%) 93 85 

BLEU Score 0.78 0.64 

METEOR Score 0.71 0.59 

ROUGE Score 0.74 0.61 

Caption Generation Time (Seconds) 0.48 0.65 
Table I Performance Measures of the Proposed System. 

 
B. User Experience and Usability 

The usability of the image captioning system was also tested with the consideration of determining how easy a user 

can interact with the system and understand the produced captions. The system offers a user-friendly interface upon which 

users can post pictures and immediately get descriptive captions created by the model. The interface is used to show the 

original picture and the caption in natural language that is generated. The visual content allows users to learn very fast without 

having to analyze more or less manually the image. This proves to be particularly helpful to the visual impaired users who 

need the help of textual descriptions to understand the visual information. The System received positive comments on how 

user friendly the system was and the captions it produced were of meaningful description that was a close approximate of 

the human captioning descriptions. Automated caption generation process eliminates the process of manual annotation of 

images and enhances the efficiency of image indexing systems. 
 

Evaluation Parameter Rating (out of 5) 

Ease of Use 4.6 

Caption Accuracy 4.7 

Caption Generation Speed 4.5 

Caption Relevance 4.6 

Overall Satisfaction 4.7 
Table II User Satisfaction Survey Results 

 
C. System Comparison with Existing Solutions 

The image captioning system, proposed, has a number of benefits over the manual image description systems. 

Previously, the systems mostly used manual annotation in which the images had to be described one by one by human beings. 

This is a costly, time-consuming process which is inefficient when the image datasets are large. Certain automated captioning 

systems are based on basic machine learning algorithms or template-driven caption generation algorithms. Nevertheless, 

such strategies are frequently repetitive and inconsequential in captions since they are not informed of the visual scenes on 

a deep level. By contrast, the suggested system relies on deep learning-based vision encoders and transformer-based language 

models which process complicated visual patterns and produce natural language description. Generative AI integration 

allows the system to create captions of greater detail and awareness to their context and less manual work. Thus, the suggested 

system offers a smarter and more scalable way of automated image captioning. 

 

D. Future and Work Improvements to Expect. 

Despite the fact that the proposed system is operating well in producing captions, various aspects can be enhanced 

in the future, in order to increase the functionality of the system. In the future, it is possible to incorporate more sophisticated 

multimodal models, including Vision-Language Transformers and Large Multimodal Models (LMMs), to increase the 

quality of captions, as well as the understanding of context. The other possible way of enhancing it is by introducing 

multilingual caption generation in which the system is able to create captions in several languages. This would make the 

system more useful in use on the international front. An extension of the project can also be considered to generate real-time 

captioning of videos and live camera feeds. Also, the system may be combined with assistive technologies, search engines, 

and multimedia content management systems to enhance accessibility and automatic image indexation. 

 

E. Conclusion 

The suggested AI-Based Image Captioning System proves the efficiency of utilizing computer vision and language 

model generation approaches in order to describe images automatically. The system is able to analyze images effectively and 

provide meaningful captions to provide an accurate description of what is in images. The experimental findings have 

indicated that the system has a high level of caption accuracy and is also effective in providing captions to various images. 

According to the evaluation measures and feedback provided by the users, the suggested model enhances the quality of 

captions as opposed to the old methods. Generative AI integration in image captioning creates new opportunities in the 
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system of intelligent visual insights. As deep learning and multimodal models continue to develop, these systems can be 

significant in the areas of accessibility, multimedia analysis, and human-computer interaction. 

 

 

 
Fig. 2. Comparison of Performances of models (Accuracy vs. Response Time) 

 
In this graph, the suggested vision-language model is prone to compare with a simple caption generation model on 

the basis of the BLEU score and the caption generation time. The model suggested shows more accurate caption, at the same 

time having efficient processing speed. 

 

 
Fig. 3. Survey Results of Satisfaction of the users. 

 
This Bar graph is an indication of user satisfaction on different features of the caption generation system such as 

ease of use, caption accuracy, caption relevance, speed of response and overall user experience. 

 

 
Fig. 4. Performance Comparison of the model (Advanced model vs Basic model - Accuracy, Recall, Precision) 

 
This number is a comparison of various caption generation models in terms of assessment measures. The vision-

language model proposed is found to have better BLEU, METEOR and ROUGE scores than the traditional methods of 

captioning. 
 

http://www.fdrpjournals.org/ijire


Generative AI-Based Image Captioning System Using Vision Transformers and Large Language Models 

Published By: Fifth Dimension Research Publication             www.fdrpjournals.org/                                           73 | P a g e  

 

 

 

 

 

 

V.CONCLUSION 

In this project, we have introduced a smart AI-based Image Captioning System which is an integrated network of 

computer vision and generative language model to automatically generate meaningful description of images. The system 

uses vision encoder that could be Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) or Vision Transformer (ViT) that extracts visual 

features in the pictures and a language generation model that generates coherent captions. With the combination of visual 

comprehension and natural language processing, the system can read the visual scenes and produce proper textual 

descriptions. The findings of the experiment show that the suggested system works well in creating captions that significantly 

resemble those created by humans. The analysis of the standard measures, e.g., BLEU, METEOR, or ROUGE, demonstrates 

that the model is able to generate grammatically correct captions and capture all the contextual information. Images are also 

processed effectively by the system, and captions can be generated within a short period of time, which is why the system is 

appropriate to use in real-time or large-scale system. Also, automated caption generation process minimizes manual labor 

and enhances image indexing and retrieval system. In general, the suggested image captioning system demonstrates the 

opportunities of integrating deep learning, computer vision, and generative AI to create intelligent systems that can perceive 

and describe visual data. These systems can be applicable in a wide range of applications like making systems accessible to 

visually impaired users, multimedia content management, automated annotation of images, and human-computer interaction. 

Future developments can involve incorporation of more sophisticated multimodel models, multilingual captioning, and 

expansion of the system to real time video captioning applications. 
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